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Editorial    
Fellow Pnuts   

 

Welcome to the first edition of ABA for 2020.  Hasnôt the year got off to a flyer, first things first though. 
Its been a dreadful start to the holiday season with bushfires raging over large areas of Australia.   
 
I would like to thank on behalf of the club, the firefighters (fulltime and volunteers) who have put their 
lives on the line every day, trying to contain these devastating fires.  A big thank you to all the other 
volunteers, who have also backed up the firefighters and helped in various ways around the 
communities.  I cannot forget the footage taken from inside one fire truck as it was driven through the 
middle of a flaming inferno (hell on earth).  The fire fighters inside trying to shield themselves from the 
intense heat.  Thankfully they got through, very brave people.   
 

    
 
Our thoughts go out to the many people who have lost loved ones or their homes and/or possessions.  
Its been a terrible few months, but as usual we Aussies have dug deep and come together to help 
those in need.  I hope those that have suffered through this ordeal, manage to get their lives back on 
track and move forward with a positive outlook to the future.   
 
The drought of cause seems to be an on going issue.  We in Tasmania are now on various levels of 
water restrictions due to low rain falls.  Donôt forget folks that Australia is, the worldôs driest inhabited 
continent on earth.  Because of this, our nation suffers more readily from the climatic conditions that 
seem to be inflicting our planet at the moment.  A small geography lesson, our beautiful planet is 
made up of 70% water.  97% of that water is salt water.  So only 3% of the Earths water is fresh water 
and not all of that is drinkable.  Water is our most valuable resource on the planet, so, in these times 
of drought please use it wisely.   
 
Well on a happier topic, one of our members just had their P76 reconditioned by Noel Delforce in 
NSW.  He tellôs me itôs a changed vehicle and is performing far better than it did before Noel got his 
hands on it.  There will be a report on this soon, so watch out for it.  Certainly, seems like Noel is the 
man to see if you want to give your P a new lease of life. 
 
There hasnôt been much activity on the social seen in Victoria over the Holiday period.  We in Tassie 
have also been quiet.  However, there was a little rally on in the middle of January down near Hobart 
that 3 of us attended.  A report on this later in this issue.   
 
I will be relinquishing my role as Editor of ABA come our AGM later this year.  Here is an 
opportunity for someone to perhaps put a fresh look on the magazine.  You donôt have to think 
you can do it, I certainly didnôt.  It is a chance to have a voice, so think about it, you might be 
surprised. 
 
Note:  The opinions expressed in this editorial do not necessarily represent the views of the management! 



 
The committee have determined the need for a Regalia Officer for the club.  As with all positions held 
in the club, this is an important role.  I believe if you are in a club such as ours, then there should be 
ways to show people what you are passionate about, Enter the Regalia Officer.  Someone, please put 
your hand up.  All info in the flyer below. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Letters to the Editor 

 

Cars on show at the Old Beach Car Show 

Nick Kounelis Hairy Lime, Greg Varveris Home on TôOrange 

Whatôs the blue car in the back ground?  I have an idea but canôt recall the name.   

Nick just told me its an Edsel Ranger, thanks mate. 

 
 

A bit of 1970ôs Hi-Viz 

 

 

 



 

Below is an email to John Ernst from Vic Roads regarding the data base for the Probationary 

Prohibited Vehicle (PPV) scheme.  Changes to the Road Safety Act may allow Probationary drivers to 

drive Leyland P76 V8ôs. 

 

Hi John, 

  

We have been forwarded your email regarding the Probationary Prohibited Vehicle (PPV) scheme. 

We appreciate you taking the time to express your concerns regarding the accuracy of the database. 

We understand that the list provides a service to probationary drivers looking to purchase vehicles 

and inaccuracy in that list creates concern and confusion. 

  

The PPV database on the VicRoads website is a guide for vehicles that are approved for use by 

probationary licence holders. Care is taken to ensure that the information provided is accurate, but 

ultimately it is the responsibility of the driver to ensure that the vehicle is under the 130kW/t limit and 

that no modifications have been made to increase the performance of the vehicle from standard. 

 

The regulations for the PPV scheme were updated on 29 October 2019. The new regulations set the 

PPV power-to-mass ratio limit at 130 kilowatts per tonne for all vehicles, regardless of age or engine 

type.  

 

We are aware that there are currently some issues with the database and we are reviewing the PPV 

database to ensure that the recent changes in regulations are reflected as accurately as possible. 

Any anomalies identified will be addressed as soon as possible. However, we have reviewed your 

example of the Leyland P76 Executive and it does appear that this vehicle should be approved 

for probationary drivers. This issue will be addressed as the PPV database is reviewed. 

  

Regards, 

  

Safer Vehicles and Future Vehicle Technology 

Department of Transport 

Road Safety Victoria ï Policy and Strategy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Below is an extract from a recent VIC Roads publication.  Proposed changes will make the P76 V8 

available to Probationary drivers.  More on this as it comes to light. 

 

 



Pulled this out of another magazine set to me by Robert Bothwell, a good read. 
 

Itôs about the journey, not the 
destinationé 

 

By Chris Pollitt  

 January 22, 2020 

 
As Iôve mentioned in the past, I own a Rover 800 Vitesse Sport. Itôs my óforeverô car. My ongoing project. The 

source of a great deal of my time, money and patience. And that last one, patience, is whatôs key here.  

The car isnôt on the road at the moment, as I still need to finish some bits before I stick it in for an MOT. That 

said, I move it around the car park every other day, partly to amuse myself, and partly to keep the old girl 

ticking over. And ticking over it was until this morning, when a wheel fell off.  

 

Thatôs not how the wheel should look. Bugger.  

It turns out the nearside lower ball joint failed, which is spectacularly bad luck considering both lower front ball 

joints are brand new. In fact, theyôve covered less than a mile. But anyway, the ball joint failed, the hub spat 

outwards, pulling the driveshaft from the gearbox at the same time. Deeply annoying. Thankfully, I managed to 

shuffle the car back into its space by resting it on a stock trolley from Tesco next door. I am now not talking to 

the Rover. It is the dog that barfed on the new rug. The child that scrawled bright colours on the living room 

wall. It is in my bad books.  

But, like the dog or child, it will soon win my favour once more. I will forgive it, and Iôll carry on with it until 

the next major component falls off. And I write this knowing that while a great many of you may not ógetô my 

choice of car, you will at least understand and relate to the cycle of rage and reinstilled affection. Itôs a scenario 

https://www.carandclassic.co.uk/magazine/author/chris-pollitt/


prevalent in the old car world, but why? They are cars, machines, lumps of metal in which other bits of metal 

move about. Why do we get so attached to them, and why do we take such an assault on our very being when 

they fail us?  

 

Project Benz is an ongoing love/hate affair 

Charles Babbage, the father of the computer, spoke in the 18th Century of óthe unerring certainty of machinesô 

by which he meant machines donôt bugger things up, at least not if theyôve been engineered correctly. The 

machines in our lives generally adhere to this train of thought. Our ovens work, our fridge works, the washing 

machine, so on and so forth. And when they fail, they generally come to an absolute conclusion. Cars donôt do 

that, though. Cars can fail, yet still work. In fact, cars are very good at that.  

Cars, despite being machines, have soul. They have presence and personality. A lot of that, especially in the 

case of older cars, comes from the engine, the way they drive, so on and so forth. A lot of it, however, comes 

from their ability to fail. Cars develop idiosyncrasies and in doing so, we see them as being more human. 

Because humans are flawed. Itôs our flaws and differences that make us unique. And because itôs in our nature 

to look for familiar ground, we put those vehicular flaws on a human, personal level.  

 

My old Zodiac. Breaking down. Again. Still loved it though. 

This then brings about a bond. Our cars are now seen to have soul, we drop our guard and build a human-like 

attachment with them. The longer we own a car, the more work we do, the more we are in tune with it. No other 

appliance does this. New cars donôt even do this. New cars are too full of computers, there is nothing to bond 

with. Itôd be like getting really attached to your laptop, and thatôs just weird.  



 

My ô76 3.0S on a trailer. Thereôs a theme developing here. 

While I was pondering all this, as I stood there looking at my Rover and its wobbly wheel, I realised that the 

thought of scrapping it, or setting fire to it, or grabbing a branch and going full óBasil Fawltyô on it never 

occured. I wasnôt mad at it, I was more upset that it had broken. I know this car better than Iôve known any, so 

now itôs something I will help and protect, not abandon at the first sign of trouble.  

And I think for many of us, this is just how it is. But more than that, I think we enjoy this relationship with our 

cars. As I said on Twitter while ranting about what had happened, itôs annoying, but it all adds to the rich 

tapestry of my time with the car. Iôve now got a óthe wheel fell offô anecdote for the future. Itôs now a memory, 

something else that will strengthen the bond. I have no memory of the fridge I had five years ago. 

 

My fatherôs ô55 Thunderbird, another car the owner has a strong bond with 

When our cars fail, and when they test us, we react to them in a human way. Admit it, youôve spoken to your 

car, whether desperately begging it to start, or gleefully spilling praise on a spirited drive. Youôve never offered 

reassuring words to the oven for cooking a pizza correctly.  

And as a relationship, there is no goal or objective. The relationship itself is the journey, thatôs the adventure 

and the goal. Being there. In the moment. And thatôs why we spill endless cash into old cars, itôs why we go to 

shows, itôs why we align ourselves with people of a similar mindset. Because we want to capitalise on the 

journey of classic car ownership, we want the adventure, and we accept that sometimes things go wrong. Or in 

my case, fall off. And do you know what? We, or certainly I wouldnôt change it for the world. I love old cars, 

and Iôm fine with that. 

 

 

 

 



 

Message from the AOMC  

   

 



 



 
 

 
 



 

Some unrelated Humour.   
 
 
Questions with no apparent answers: 
 
1. If poison expires, is it more poisonous or is it no longer poisonous? 
2. Which letter is silent in the word "Scent," the S or the C? 
3. Do twins ever realize that one of them is unplanned? 
4. Why is the letter W, in English, called double U? Shouldn't it be called double V? 
5. Maybe oxygen is slowly killing you and It just takes 75-100 years to fully work. 
6. Every time you clean something, you just make something else dirty. 
7. The word "swims" upside-down is still "swims" 
8. 100 years ago everyone owned a horse and only the rich had cars. Today everyone has cars 
    and only the rich own horses. 
 
Six (? four) great confusions still unresolved. 
 
1. At a movie theatre, which arm rest is yours? 
2. If people evolve from monkeys, why are monkeys still around? 
3. Why is there a 'D' in fridge, but not in refrigerator? 
4. Who knew what time it was when the first clock was made? 
 
Vagaries of English Language! 
 
Ever wonder why the word funeral starts with FUN? 
Why isn't a Fireman called a Water-man? 
How come Lipstick doesn't do what it says? 
If a Vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a Humanitarian eat? 
How do you get off a non-stop Flight? 
Why are goods sent by ship called CARGO and those sent by truck SHIPMENT? 
Why do we park in the driveway and drive on the parkway? 
Why do we put cups in the dishwasher and the dishes in the Cupboard? 
Why is it called 'Rush Hour' when traffic moves at its slowest then? 
How come Noses run and Feet smell? 
Why do they call it a TV 'set' when there is only one? 
Did you know that if you replace "W" with "T" in "What, Where and When", you get the 
answer to each of them. 

 

 

 

 
 



Registrar report February 2020. 
 
Hello to all P76 Club members and their Families and my wish that you all have happy and healthy 
2020 and that you enjoy your P76 motoring throughout the year to come. 
 
My first event this year was to attend the Australia Day RACV heritage motoring event at the Domain 
in Melbourne, and I was able to use the trip from Northern Victoria in my P76 Executive which has 
just had the motor refreshed, updated with suitable and proven óadvancementsô, and óde-buggedô by 
Noel Delforce in NSW. The car arrived home on a car carrier on the Friday prior to the Sunday event 
in the Domain. Noel said there was no need to do a run in, just drive it !. This trip was going to be very 
enjoyableé.and it was !. 
 
The last time I was at this event there was about five years ago now and the numbers of vehicles 
there was usually between five and six hundred. 
 
In the last few years there have been some big changes in the running of this event, not brought 
about by the RACV, but by the those narrow minded, grossly overpaid ófun policeô that find 
themselves and their negative agendas elected to public office and who feel that their call in life is to 
óre-arrangeô the accepted methods of public enjoyment that has proven for many years in the past as 
one of the many acceptable ways to celebrate Australia Day in Melbourne. 
 
To the great credit of the RACV, led by a dedicated team of motoring enthusiasts within, there has 
been a fight back against the ófun policeô and the RACV was able to organise and run a reduced 
motoring event for the enthusiasts and classic car owners at the Domain this year, but it was greatly 
reduced due to the ólimitsô that the ófun policeô put on their óallowed numbersô for this event. As a result 
of this the RACV decided that this would be for Australian made heritage vehicles only and with a 
maximum of some fifty to one hundred ..éagain a óconditionô instigated by the ófun policeô. 
 
The organiser at the RACV of this event for the past years gave me a phone call at the eleventh hour 
to see if I could attend as I had been able to go to this event in the past with an un-usual vehicle that 
The RACV was looking for in order to add to the types of vehicles that were able to be displayed. 
 
That is why Scott and Andy were asked to send out an SOS email notice to all members in the week 
prior to the event to see if they could attend. Although this was at very short notice, the response was 
not encouraging. 
 
Most of the cars in attendances were the newer type of Holdens, with a few FX and FJ Holdens, no 
Monaroôs, an FE Holden Panel Van, an FC Holden Deluxe Red Cab Sydney Taxi with all the Taxi 
gear fitted (see Pic.) a Brock First model Commodore, no HOôs or GTôs, a lone XL Falcon Ute, a GTR 
Torana, ô39 Cadillac LaSalle, ô52 Ford Prefect (absolute power house in their day ), probably about 
seventy Classics were there altogether so the public were able to have a good choice to look at and 
many photos were taken especially of and by Asians who were obsessed with the bloody Taxi behind 
me. I think they thought it was the equivalent of the Jeepneys in the Phillipines perhaps ?. 
 
Other vehicles included classic Ambulances, and older fire trucks. 
 
The usual óexpertsô from the public were on hand to advise and tell all present, including me, about 
their unlimited expert knowledge of the P76 and their considered (?) substantial personal contribution 
as to why the P76 was a failure in their unbiased eyes. One is usually able tell these types from a 
distance by the style and colour co-ordination of the clothing and general appearance that they 
painstakingly select and the in-ordinate amount of time they must take to present 
 
themselves at a public event together with their unfailing ability to always look like they just kicked 
and told to get up after sleeping in their chosen attire. 
 



On the plus side there were the usual visitors who told the tales of their relatives who also owned a 
P76 and who reckoned that they were very happy with their choice at the time, and in most cases 
wish they still had one. Those Government employees who had one in their course of work, and 
knowing the Whitlam Government of the day those employees, regardless of their station and 
peeking order in their respective Departments, would have had the absolute hair raising experience of 
driving the powerful manual oré.God forbidé.an automatic E6 Deluxe. No pun or offence intended to 
any member who may have one of the mentioned models. 
 
After noticing the close inspection of the colour coded 200 litre drum in the booté. which advertises 
the P76 movement for all to readé by almost everyone in order to find out if there was any filler into, 
or an outlet pipe, from the drum to the engine. I am sure that some people think that the drum on 
display in the boot is in fact the actual fuel tank hence the size of the boot in their eyes is justified. 
Maybe Leyland stylists missed something there ??. 
 
Most of these people I am sure then go on to be among our countryôs finest politicians in all levels of 
Government. 
 
There will possibly be a few suggested changes to the CPS this coming year, perhaps those who are 
at the forefront of this in State Government will be considerate, fair and open to positive suggestions 
from those who are our appointed delegates so that sensible modifications and additions can be 
effected where considered necessary. 
 
An opinion from a well known motoring guru as to the best type of fuel it seems to run a well tuned V8 
P76 on is 95 octane rating with about every fourth or fifth fill up done with 98 octane rating and the 
preferred fuel seems to be from the green and yellow bowsers 
 
Take care on the roads, and watch out for each other. 
 
Philip McCumisky 
 
Registrar, Vic/Tas. 

   
Above .. This is the Sydney Taxi at the Domain......... 

might have thought I needed a lift home later?........ 

cheeky bugger!! 

 

 

 



Coming Events/Social Pages  
 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL REPORT ς VICTORIA 

 
Let me firstly apologise for the late notice on cancelling the Ballarat show on Australia Day and 
replacing it with the RACV show that was held on the same date ï reasons for this are as follows ï  
 

No one notified any of the committee that they were going to the Ballarat show & shine. 
 
The RACV show was featuring Australian Built cars which was ideally suited for our P76ôs, it 
was free entry with coffee & lunch provided, but you had to stay the whole day. 

 
Our club registrar Phil was approached by the RACV (as he knows one of the event organisers) to 
see if he could muster up some P76ôs to attend. Luckily Phil was able to take his newly refurbished 
(mechanically) Country Cream Executive, but due to time constraints he was the only one 
representing our marque. See Phils story on that event in an upcoming issue. 
 
Although we didnôt have anyone (that I know of) attend the Ballarat show, an Omega Navy Targa was 
there ï does anyone want to own up? It does have QLD plates (registration blacked out by the person 
that took the photo) it could be a visitor from up north, or even the one with a checkered history that 
has been offered for sale then withdrawn, re-advertised and so on etc etc. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Leyland P76 Owners Club of Victoria & 

Tasmania 201 9 /20 20  Club Event Schedule  

 



 
 
 

                       
 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 

By the time you read this the óPicnic at Hanging Rockô car show would be over ï as of typing this less 
than a week out from the event the response by members has been woeful to say the least. 2 
confirmed and Iôm one of those 2! 
 
Pictures and a story of Hanging Rock will be in the next issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS 
 

SUNDAY 1ST MARCH, 9am ï 1.30 pm 
 

 
 

With great coffee, good food, (promoterôs words, not mine) and childrenôs activities, everyone will be 
entertained by Australiaôs best motor show commentator, Pinky. 
  
The Judges will have a busy day with some 21 Categories to be judged including best hot rod, best 
street machine, best veteran, best truck, bike of the show, best custom, best interior, best engine bay, 
and for the second time this year "exhibitorôs choice." Each category winner receives a trophy. This is 
a fun day with lucky draws for quality prizes each hour. 
  
Pre-registration for the event is not necessary, simply register on the day! 
  
Display vehicle & driver $10 
Each additional passenger $5 

 
Meet at: 

Gendore Tractors 79-83 S Gippsland Hwy, Tooradin for an 8:00 am departure to 
Leongatha ï travel time approx. 50 minutes. 
 
If Leongatha is closer to you the Tooradin meet the ones leaving Tooradin in 
Leongathas main street. 
 
Let me know by phone or sms 0409 604 574 
or email scott.reynolds@hotkey.net.au if youôre planning on attending, if we arrive in a 
group we get to park as a group! 

mailto:scott.reynolds@hotkey.net.au


 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The above event has been attended by members in the past and is recommended. 

 
 
 
 

FRIDAY 10TH ï 13TH APRIL 
 

2020 Leyland P76 Nationals ï Stanthorpe QLD if you are going donôt forget to book 
What a great logo!  Please check their facebook page for the latest updates. 

 

 



 

 
SUNDAY 19TH APRIL, 10am - 2pm 

 

 

 

 
Come to Kinglake and have a day in the hills, quiet roads to get here and plenty of parking. 
 
Kinglake Heritage Centre - History of Transport display 
Historic Kinglake West Mechanics Institute open. 
CFA and SES displays 
Food and drinks available 
Raffle prizes - Novelty games 
 
Meet at: 

Outside Kinglake CFA, 2983 Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd, Kinglake for a 9:45am departure to 
the Kinglake West Oval and Heritage Centre  
1055 Whittlesea Kinglake Road, Kinglake West. 
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http://www.flexibledrive.com.au/
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